EMERGENCE 2023: “Truth. Compassion. Beauty.”

Singapore Chinese Dance Theatre (SCDT) is pleased to announce the open call of its 9th series of

EMERGENCE.

Established by SCDT, EMERGENCE is a platform for aspiring choreographers to develop their artistic

potential, and have an opportunity to present their works to and be recognized by an audience.

Each edition of EMERGENCE has a theme, where choreographers will explore and experiment with
elements of Chinese dance in the creation of their works. The theme for this year is “Truth.

Compassion. Beauty.”.

Chinese culture and art advocate for “Truth, Compassion, Beauty”, which are principles deeply
rooted in Chinese cultural heritage. These principles are anchors to virtuous qualities and righteous

conduct that are upheld in Chinese culture.

In the pursuit of progress and advancement, it is easy to lose sight of our true nature and the reasons
behind our endeavours. EMERGENCE 2023 seeks to explore the essence of “Truth, Compassion,
Beauty”, a framework with which individuals reconnect with their spiritual selves while harnessing a

renewed sense of purpose and meaning in their lives.

As EMERGENCE 2023’s mentor, SCDT’s Creative Director Benedict Soh will guide the young
choreographers to experience the meaning and values of Chinese culture through engaging their

bodies and memories while corresponding to their souls.

In addition, participants will also be given Chinese dance classes by our Founding Artistic Director
Madam Lim Moi Kim, where they will be equipped with Chinese dance vocabulary to aid them in

their creation.

We warmly extend our invitation to all who have a passion for Chinese dance and dance

choreography to join us this EMERGENCE.



HOW TO APPLY

To apply, write in to emergence@scdt.com.sg with the following information:

e A 150 word biography of yourself, with a formal headshot
A 200-250 words description of your proposed work, including dance title, work duration,
music, and synopsis

e Avideo link of your work (YouTube or Vimeo), if applicable

Applications should be submitted by 28 August 2023. Late applications will not be accepted.

All shortlisted entries will be notified via email by 4 September 2023.

REQUIREMENTS OF THE NEW WORK

Presented work must be of a new creation (has not been showcased before)
Presented work must be of Chinese dance style
Duration of presented work should be of approximately 6-8 minutes

Presented work must be feasible for a black box theatre setting

REQUIREMENTS FOR SHORTLISTED APPLICANTS

e Shortlisted participants must attend all workshops sessions which will include the Dance
Composition and Shen Yun workshops, to equip them with Chinese dance vocabulary for
her/his creation

e All participants of selected works must attend the Technical & Full Dress Rehearsals
Shortlisted participants must present their work on the day of the showcase

PRODUCTION (SHOWCASE)

e Performance area: 10 mX 10 m
e Date & Time: 2 December 2023, 3pm and 7:30pm

e |location: Goodman Art Centre Black Box Theatre

TECHNICAL SUPPORT & ALLOWANCE

e Technical support will be provided for the showcase
e SCDT will provide an allowance of S5$250/- to cover the expenses of each work (other
rehearsal and performance expenses beyond this amount shall be absorbed by the

participants themselves)



EMERGENCE 2023 SCHEDULE

S/N EVENT DATE TIME VENUE
1 Introductory Session 17 Sep 1300-1350 SCDT @
Sennett
2 Dance Workshops 17 & 24 Sep, 1 Oct 1400-1800 SCDT @
(Shen Yun & Dance Sennett
Composition)
3 Young Choreographers 24 Sep, 1 Oct 1805-1900 SCDT @
Self Intro and Item Sennett
Sharing Video-taking
4 Meeting With Time to be arranged with Mentor
Mentors
5 Draft showing 15 Oct (1st) Timing TBC SCDT @
Sennett
5 Nov (2nd)
SCDT @
19 Nov (Final with Sennett
costumes)
SCDT @
Sennett
6 Technical Run 28-30 Nov Timing TBC GAC
Full Dress Run 1 Dec 1900-2200 GAC
7 Show Day 2 Dec 1500 & 1930 GAC

For further enquiries, kindly email us at emergence@scdt.com.sg.




ANNEX

Mentor & Composition Workshop Instructor
SCDT Creative Director | Benedict Soh Kian Leng

Benedict's career as a performer, educator and choreographer spans over twenty years. He holds an
MFA with First Class Honours majoring in Choreography from the University of Melbourne (Victorian

College of the Arts).

Benedict has had extensive training in Chinese classical and contemporary dance since 1987, under
the professional guidance of renowned Singapore dance choreographer and educator - Mr Ng Chay
Kuang. In recent years, under the tutelage and mentoring of highly experienced dance and arts
practitioners - Helen Herbertson and Dr Don Asker, he was able to develop further and explore his

choreographic skills.

Benedict has also been credited as the creative director and resident choreographer of Dance
Horizon Troupe (Singapore) since 2001. He has contributed more than 20 works and two full-length

features to the company's repertoire.

Benedict's works were well received both locally and internationally from Asia to Europe because of
his distinctive originality, visually captivating creative direction and innate ability to connect to his

viewers.

In 2007, the Hong Kong Culture Promotion Society and Hong Kong Art Troupe invited Benedict's
"Metamorphosis", "Matsuri", and "Heartbeats" to be presented at the 10th anniversary of Hong
Kong SAR exchange Activities and 2007 Hong Kong International Children's Cultural and Art Festival.

They were awarded 2 Gold and 1 Silver, including the best performance award.

In July 2008, Benedict's "Metamorphosis" came in 1st place and was awarded "Best Choreography
and Contemporary Dance" at the 12th Europe New Prague Dance Festival 2008. He was the first

Singaporean to receive this international award.



Shen Yun Workshop Instructor

SCDT Founding Artistic Director and Advisor | Madam Lim Moi Kim

Madam Lim Moi Kim is the Founding Artistic Director (2013-2020) of Singapore Chinese Dance

Theatre (SCDT), and currently serves as SCDT’s Artistic Advisor.

With years of hard work and perseverance, Madam Lim has earned a fine reputation for herself in
the dance industry. She has many times been invited to choreograph for prestigious national events,
been invited as an external examiner or adjudicator for dance examinations and competitions, and

has also been invited to work with important bodies such as the Ministry of Education.

In 2018, Madam Lim was appointed as an Overseas Artistic Advisor and Dance Lecturer by the

Yunnan Arts Institute Affiliated Arts School.

Her dance pedagogy has not only nurtured batches of students and dancers, but has also influenced

many to fall in love with Chinese dance.
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